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Superintendent’s Report. 

D ivision Five is 
now in full 

charge into RAILFEST 
Season.  This is our time 
to purchase design, redes-
ign to meet our design 
needs, or, we can forget all 
plans once we see some-
thing we cannot live with-
out.  All Division Five 
members have the oppor-
tunity to help  during    
RAILFEST.  What a     
bargain for all members to 
help all three days and get 
a first- hand  look at all 
there is to see and do.   
You can ask questions, 
answer questions and 
share stories with fellow 
modelers.   Model rail-
roading needs your help! 
 
Rob Bowers 
Superintendent 
 

M odel  railroad-
ing needs your 

help!   Model  railroading 
has the potential to build 
cities, waterfronts, coaling 
facilities and small towns .  
Modelers can select the 
time frame, certain scenes 
and train consists.  We can 
build from scratch, kits or 
plans.   Modelers can 
make the project  pristine  
or very basic.  One gentle-
man has built a round-
house for his train collec-
tion.  My point is we have 
no limits as to what we 
want to build.   We can do 
accurate details from accu-
rate scenes or produce 
train scenes from our own 
mind.  Remember you are 
the design engineer.  If 
anyone tells you that your 
scene is wrong in anyway, 
tell them that this is how 
the design engineer de-
signed this scene. 
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UPCOMING  DIVISION 5 
MEETINGS 

Division 5 monthly meetings normally start at 7:30 PM. 

 

Location: Hambden Town Hall 

  13887 GAR Highway (Route 6) 

  Chardon, Ohio 
 

 

 

March 1st, 2013 

Location:          Hambden Town Hall 

Program:          Model RR’s of Pacific Northwest (Ken Stroebel) 

Bring & Brag:  Favorite Photo of your railroad layout 

 
April 5th, 2013 

Location:          Hambden Town Hall 

Program:          Building / Decorating a DPM Structure (Dick Roth) 

Bring & Brag:  Structure that You have Built with Extra Detail           
          (decals, roof vents, vines, etc) 

 
May 3rd, 2013 

Location:          Farmpark Kirtland, Ohio 

Program:          Locomotive Repair (Frank Bongiovanni of Div. 4) 

Bring & Brag: Locomotives that you have repaired or super-detailed. 

    

SCHEDULED  
EVENTS 

Chardon
Town 
Square

Rt 6
GAR Highway

N

Rt 6

Rt 166

Map to Hambden Town Hall

Hambden 
Town Hall
13887 GA R Hwy
Hambden, OH

Located on Rt. 6 between the intersection of Rt. 608 and Rt. 
166 next to Hambden Elementary School east of Chardon. 

 

Erie Pa Railroadiana                 March  3 
Rainbow Gardens-Waldameer Park 

(Flyer on page 11) 

 

RAILFEST  2013    March 16 & 17 
Lakeland Community College 

Kirtland, Ohio 44094 

 

BOD Meeting                  March  18 
Hambden Town Hall 

Hambden, Ohio   

 

BOD Meeting                  April   8 

(NEW MEETING DATE) 

Hambden Town Hall 

Hambden, Ohio   

 

Railroads in the Park                 May  3 thru 5 

(Boy Scout Merit Badge)   May  4 

Farmpark 

Kirtland, Ohio   (9am to 5pm) 

 

Railfanning Day    May 11  

Painesville Depot 

Painesville, Ohio 44077 
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Attendees: Rob Bowers, Dave Neff, Bob Gittinger, Don Bittner, Tom Pescha, Lenny Kessler, Wayne &     
Bonnie Lette, Bob Frieden 
 

Discussion of the different articles and newsletters from other divisions in the Mid-Central Region, plus the 
schedule of events that MCR sent to the superintendents. Bonnie has put all these events on the MCR5.org  
calendar of events. 
 

Rob brought up that a change in the BOD meeting day would be helpful for the Trainwire editor to get the 
Trainwire out in a timely manner.  Many months the BOD meeting conflicts with the deadline of the 20th for 
the Trainwire articles.  Dave Neff motioned to change the BOD meetings from the third Monday of the month 
to the second Monday of the month starting in April 2013. Wayne 2nd – all agreed. 
 

  March Program – Ken Stroebel – Model Railroad in the Pacific Mid-West 
  March Bring-N-Brag – favorite photo of your layout or a layout you have visited 
 

Because of the cancelation of our February meeting the February Program and Bring-N-Brag will be at the 
May meeting at Lake Farm Park.  The May Program and Bring-N-Brag will be moved to the September   
meeting. 
 

Advertising of our division – Dave Neff motioned to have the division be on Facebook advertising Model  
Railroading in Northeast Ohio.  It will have our webpage address and a few pictures.  This will not be used as 
communications but as advertising that we exist.  Tom Pescha 2nd the motion – Wayne will present the initial 
layout of this page for the BOD to approve. 
 

Tom Pescha brought up that a U-Tube Channel would be something helpful for the division to get exposure.  
This has been postponed till next meeting for future discussion. 
 

Boy Scout Merit Badge – Rob to contact Andy Baker to find out how many cars will be needed this year. 
 

Meeting Cancelations – If the weather is questionable; check the website.  Tom Pescha will get us signed up 
with Channel 3 & Channel 5 to be able to put cancelation on the crawler at the bottom of the screen like they 
do for school closings 
 

Railfest – Jim reported that everything is moving along. Volunteers are needed for various jobs, contact Jim if 
there is a job you would like to do.  Box Lunches for Saturday and Sunday are available for the workers too, 
not just for the vendors.  The Saturday night buffet is available for the workers too.  Let Jim know if you are 
interested.  There is a form on the website – Railfest.org.  The cut-off date is March 4th 
 

Railfest schedule for the times before the show opens. 
   
Thursday –   Room & Table setup and covering 2:00 PM till it is done 
 Friday –        doors open at Noon to finish getting ready for the vendors and help move the vendors in and 
        modular groups to setup 
 Saturday –    doors open to the lobby entry area will be at 7:00 AM – room doors will not open until there    
                   are enough Division 5 volunteers to man the rooms for the vendors to go in and finish setup. 
 Sunday –      doors open to the lobby area will be at 8:00 AM – room doors will not open until there are   
                  enough Division 5 volunteers to man the rooms for the vendors to go in and finish setup. 
 

Division 5 BOD Meeting       February 18, 2013     7:30 pm 
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Railfest 2013 Buffet Dinner. 
 

T his year Railfest is having a Buffet Dinner at Lakeland 
Breakers (main Cafeteria) after the show on Saturday, 
March 16, 2013.  

 
This will be a great time to socialize with other train guys and 
gals. After all, we all have one thing in common, TRAINS. 
 
This dinner is open to the Public. You do NOT have to be a 
Division 5 member or a vendor at Railfest to come to the dinner.  
 
Dinner will be a buffet style sit down dinner. It will be held in 
the main cafeteria of the College on Saturday after the show. 
The Tables will be dressed up by having linen table clothes and 
napkins.  

Please mark your choices with number of items & RSVP with 
payment by March 4, 2013 to Railfest 2013, PO Box 5081, 
Mentor, Ohio 44060. 
 

We need your RSVP by March 4 to know if we can go forward 
with this event. 

Dinner will be: 
   Toss Salad, Roll & Butter 
   Beef Tips with Brown Gravy,  
   Chicken with light sauce,  
   Rigatoni, 
   Green beans,  
   Starch-Red-Skinned Potatoes, 
   Chocolate / White Cake  
   Coffee, Ice Tea, Lemonade, Water, or Pop. 

All this for just $18.00 each.  

Model Railroads of the Pacific. 

M arch's program will be presented by Ken Stroebel and will be a slideshow presenting 
three layouts found in the Tacoma, Washington area.  The Pacific Northwest has many 

fine model railroaders, as those who may have attended the 2004 NMRA National Convention 
would have seen or alternatively you may have seen featured in various model railroading    
magazines. During a recent business trip to WA, I had the opportunity to visit three model       
railroads.  My journey will start with a modular layout featured in the basement of the former 
freight house of the Milwaukee Road, include a visit to Kevin Klettke's Washington Northern pike 
(featured in the Nov 2010 Model Railroad Hobbyist magazine) and conclude with the Washington 
State History Museum's 20 ft by 60 ft computer controlled model railroad.  If you like modeling 
such features as waterfronts, bridges, paper mills, old buildings, etc., you won’t want to miss 
some of these great model railroads.  -  Kenneth Stroebel 
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Businesses Accepting Division 5   Certificates 
 The businesses listed below are currently accepting Division 5's award certificates: 

Please support these dealers! 

Stewart's Hobbies & Collector's Toys 

Hobby Town USA 

Train Specialty Company                

       Toy-N-Hobby Headquarters  

  

Willoughby, Ohio 

Mentor, Ohio 

Chardon, Ohio 

Geneva, Ohio 

Modeler’s Corner. 
siding.  The hoist rig inside is 
a set of drums from an “HO” 
railroad crane and the pipes 
are plastic tubing.  The hoist 
block is homemade from plas-
tic and one-eighth washers.  
People, ladders and railings 
complete the model and bring 
it to life.  It was a fun project 
that didn’t take that long to 
complete and will look great 
on Don’s “O” scale layout.  
The rail cars that you will 
probably find around this 
model would be flat cars,  
gondolas and tank cars.           
– Alan Arthur   

T his was one of Alan 
A r t h u r ’ s  l a t e s t      

projects, what are you working 
on?  If you would like your 
project featured in the      
Modeler’s Corner then take 
plenty of pictures, write down 
some information on your 
project and send it to the 
Trainwire editor by email.       
- The Editor 

 

T his is an “O” scale 
drilling rig that   

originated in my mind when I 
was given a damaged “O” 
scale crane boom section from 
Don Akins.  After examining 
it a little closer, I decided that 
it would make a great drilling 
rig model.  It is actually a little 
too small for an “O” scale 
layout but it is way too big for 
an “HO” layout or diorama.  
The base of this model was 
made from pieces of “HO” 
train bridges.  The shed is 
pieced together with evergreen 
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Superintendent  Rob Bowers           440-942-3039  

      Super@MCR5.org 

Asst. Superintendent Dave Neff          440-269-1229 
                          AstSuper@MCR5.org 

 Treasurer  Bonnie Lette           440-298-3075 

                  Treasurer@MCR5.org 

Division 5 Directors:           (Terms expire June 2014) 

 
Don Bittner      440-257-7555              Robert Gittinger    440-525-0237 
Wayne Lette     440-298-3075             Tom Pescha           216-470-5780   
 
Division 5 Board of Directors:     BOD@MCR5.org  
 
Division 5 Appointed Positions:                  (Terms expire June 2014) 
 
Clerk   Matt Kross          440-729-3045 
        Clerk@MCR5.org 
 
Railfest Chairman  Jim Wendorf           440-357-8890 
                  Railfest @MCR5.org  
    
Promo Day Coordinator Rob Bowers         (440) 942-3039    
   Bob Frieden         PromoDay@MCR5.org 
 
Achievement Program Mike Buehner           440-428-0137 
                                                                                     AP@MCR5.org 
 
Contests   (Open Position)              
                                                                               Contest@MCR5.org 
     
Auditors   Dennis Lloyd           440-255-2530 
   Tony Spena     Audit@MCR5.org      
     
Trainwire Editor  Lenny Kessler           440-478-6661 
                 Trainwire@MCR5.org 
    
Refreshments  Doug Riedel           440-286-7341 
                          Refreshments@MCR5.org 
 
Membership Roster  Matt Kross           440-729-3045 
             Membership@MCR5.org 
 
Webmaster  Wayne Lette           440-298-3075 
               Webmaster@MCR5.org 
 
Company Store   Ted Wiese           440-256-5212
         CompanyStore@MCR5.org  
 
Bring & Brag                         (Open Position)   
 
 
Layout Tours                    (Open Position) 
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Team Track          www.MCR5.org 
 

Division 5 Officers           (Terms expire June 2014) 

     April Trainwire Deadline   
May 20th. 

Wanted 
T he Trainwire is always looking for an interesting 

article.  If you have taken a trip lately, seen 
something interesting trackside, have a particular view 
point on a railroad subject or just want to participate in 
the Modelers Corner; then we want to hear from you.  
Everyone wants to be kept current on Division informa-
tion, but we all enjoy an interesting article written by a 
member of this organization.  So take your pictures and 
article and send them to the Editor by email and share 
them will all of us. 
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The Trainwire is an official publica-
tion of Division 5 “The Western Re-
serve Division”, Mid Central Region, 
of the National Model Railroad Asso-
ciation.  It is published approximately 
once a month and mailed to all 
NMRA members residing in Lake, 
Geauga, and Ashtabula counties 
(Ohio) free of charge, as long as the 

Division has funds for mailing.  Oth-
ers wishing to receive it may do so 
for the annual fee of $12.00 for a 
mailing or it is always available on 
the website (FREE).  Information 
regarding The Trainwire, Division 5, 
or the NMRA may be obtained by 
writing to 3257 Center Road, Perry, 
Ohio 44081 or sending an e-mail to 

The Trainwire 
Trainwire@MCR5.org.  The Train-
wire and Division 5 activities are 
funded by flea markets, raffles, contri-
butions, and donations.  All comments 
and opinions are welcome.  Those 
views expressed in The Trainwire do 
not necessarily reflect the policies or 
opinions of the NMRA, the Mid Cen-
tral Region or Division5 

Electronic Version 
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