
I n today’s new world of 
model railroading,  

electronic technology and 
t echno logy- t ransmi t t ed   
information has come front 
and center.  Digital Com-
mand Control systems and 
decoders for locomotives, 
complex signal systems, and 
c o m p u t e r  c o n t r o l l e d       
functions with exotic       
acronyms such as JMRI, 
CMRI, Aduino etc have  
become commonplace with 
advanced model railroaders.  
Sort of leaves the old guard 
behind (and I include myself 
in this description) with  
traditional tinplate, Lionel, O 
and S scale and  HO, N and 
Z scale railroads as well.  
But it doesn’t have to be.  
Recall Bob Orlando’s    
question at the last meeting 
on signal wiring. Virtually 
everyone (well almost every-
one) uses the internet to 
some degree, browsing 
model railroad sites, You-
Tube videos sent to us by 
friends, etc.   
There is a plethora of useful 
and how-to-do information 
on the web---if you only 

I’m told in the past VCR 
days that such a program that 
was available to Division 
members died maybe a not-
so-slow death.   
Come with your thoughts on 
these questions to the March 
Meeting and prepare to    
discuss!  If the consensus is 
‘yes, let’s do something’, 
then we’ll find some way to 
pursue this issue. 
 

Dave,    

Superintendant 

know how to access it.  And 
there is also much good infor-
mation on more mundane  
non-electronic information 
such as layout construction, 
track laying, scenery, kit 
building, etc, etc, etc.       
However, there’s almost too 
much web-based information!   
How do you sort through all of 
the web listings to get to the 
few topic articles that are the 
most relevant-- and most    
importantly-- easy to under-
stand, without wading through 
dozens of listings?   
This situation poses a couple 
key questions:  

  If ‘someone’ would digest 
at least some of the more 
popular and important model 
railroad sites on the web and if 
we were to publish those as 
our own Division website 
links, or even a listing print-
out for hand-out as a ready 
reference, would you actually 
use these?   

  If we were to purchase or 
otherwise gain access to useful 
how-to DVD’s on key model-
ing subjects and make them 
into a ‘lending library’ would 
you actually use these?   

Dave Neff – Superintendent 

Division 5 

NMRA – Mid Central Region 
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UPCOMING  DIVISION 5 
MEETINGS 

Division 5 monthly meetings normally start at 7:30 PM. 

 

 

Location: Hambden Town Hall 

  13887 GAR Highway (Route 6) 

  Chardon, Ohio 
 

 

 

 

 

April 5th, 2013 

Location:          Hambden Town Hall 

Program:          Building / Decorating a DPM Structure (Dick Roth) 

Bring & Brag:  Structure that You have Built with Extra Detail           
          (decals, roof vents, vines, etc) 

 
 

May 3rd, 2013 

Location:          Farmpark Kirtland, Ohio 

Program:          Locomotive Repair (Frank Bongiovanni of Div. 4) 

Bring & Brag: Locomotives that you have repaired or super-detailed. 

 

 

June 7th, 2013 

Location:          Hambden Town Hall 

Program:          Decaling  (Dennis Lloyd) 

Bring & Brag:  Structures or rolling stock that have been decaled. 

 
 

    

 

SCHEDULED  
EVENTS 

Located on Rt. 6 between the intersection of Rt. 608 and Rt. 
166 next to Hambden Elementary School east of Chardon. 

Train Show    February  28 

UAW Hall, 4615 Chevrolet Blvd. 

Parma, Ohio  44130   (flyer on page 10) 

 

Division 5 BOD Meeting    March  9 

Hambden Town Hall 

Hambden, Ohio  (7:30 pm)   

 
Division Railfest 2015            March 14 & 15 

Lakeland Community College 

Kirtland, Ohio  44094   (flyer on page 7) 

 

Railfest 2015 Dinner   March 14  

Pine Ridge Country Club 

30601 Ridge Rd. (Rt. 84) 

Wickliffe, Ohio  44092   (flyer on page 9) 

 

The Militaria Show     March 20 & 21 

Lakeland Community College 

Kirtland, Ohio  44094   (flyer on page 10) 

 

Kidz Day Show    March 21 & 22 

Great Lakes Mall 

Mentor, Ohio 44060 

 

Dalton Train Show   March 22 

 624 Henry Street 

Dalton, Ohio  44618   (flyer on page 10) 

 

Division 5 BOD Meeting    April  6 

Hambden Town Hall 

Hambden, Ohio  (7:30 pm)   

 

Rails in the Park    May  1  
Farmpark 

Kirtland, Ohio  44094 

 

 

Location: Hambden Town Hall 

  13887 GAR Highway (Route 6) 

  Chardon, Ohio 
 

 

 

 
March 6th, 2015 

Location:          Hambden Town Hall 

Program:          Narrow Gauge Modeling (Ted Wiese) 

Bring & Brag:  Narrow gauge, off-scale 

 
April 3rd, 2015 

Location:          Hambden Town Hall 

Program:          Southern Railroad Museum (Bruce Lutheran) 

Bring & Brag:  Locomotives 

 
May 1st, 2015 

Location:          Farmpark 

Program:           Building an Ethanol Plant  (Ron Morgan) 

Bring & Brag:  Granaries, grain hoppers 

 

Chardon
Town 
Square

Rt 6
GAR Highway

N

Rt 6

Rt 166

Map to Hambden Town Hall

Hambden 
Town Hall
13887 GA R Hwy
Hambden, OH

Located on Rt. 6 between the intersection of Rt. 608 and Rt. 
166 next to Hambden Elementary School east of Chardon. 
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Meeting was called to order by Superintendant Dave Neff at 7:30 pm at Hambden Town Hall.  27 members 
and 4 guests were present.   
 
We were informed that there is a group that is actively trying to save the old New York Central Railroad    
depot in Ashtabula. 
 

The membership was encouraged to send in their NMRA national and Mid Central Region ballots. 
Information was presented about the MCR regional convention in Lexington, KY on May 14 – 17. 
Upcoming February activities of local clubs were presented. 
 

Railfest 2015 planning activities were reviewed by Jim Wendorf.  We still have about 50 tables left of the 420 
available.  The following are the times that we can get into the rooms for setup each day:  Thursday 2 pm (until 
about 6 pm) to set up tables, Friday from noon to 8 pm, Saturday 7 am, and Sunday 8 am.  Sunday teardown 
will be from 4 pm to 6 pm.  We need people to stay after the show closes to help vendors move their merchan-
dise to their vehicles. 
 

If you want to sell items at the Division 5 sales table at Railfest, you must fill out a table form.  This form is 
available on the Division 5 website, will be in the March Trainwire, and at the March Division 5 meeting.  Gary 
Shaffer, Dick Naramore, and Rich Kacprzak will be the coordinators for the sales table. 
 

A group is still trying to put together a trip to the North Platte Railfest on Sep 18-20.  The plan is to travel by 
Amtrak.  Cost would be around $710 per person and would include transportation and lodging.  More details as 
they are available. 
 

Division 5 will have a booth at the Great Lakes Mall Kid’s Show on Mar 21-22.  Times will be Saturday from 
10 am to 6 pm and Sunday from noon to  5 pm.  We need people  to man the booth in 2 hour blocks.  A signup 
sheet will be at the March meeting. 
 

A possible operating session on Jerry Albers layout in Cincinnati has been postponed until nicer weather. 
 

Modeling Question:  How do you wire signals and semaphores? No easy answer 
Depends whether you want the trains setting the signals for automatic control or if you want the dispatcher to 
manually set the signals to control the train movement.  Do a Google search – there is a tremendous amount of 
information on the web for this topic.  YouTube has numerous video how-to’s.  Check out the websites of some 
of the major model railroad signal suppliers such as Oregon Rail Supply.  It’s a lot of work.  The secret is to 
start small and then build on that. 
 
Bring & Brag:  Theme – Bridges 
 

Bill Berger  Linda Kacprzak  Ted Wiese Bryan Persing  Bob Orlando  
Matt Kross  Dave Neff  Steve Kaplan Tom Pescha  Paul Chapple  
 
Program:    Lenny Kessler provided a demonstration of how he builds wood railroad trestles of various 
shapes and sizes.  He demonstrated his construction techniques, talked about the materials and tools he uses, 
and had pictures of the many trestles he has built over the years. 
 

 
Submitted by 
Matt Kross – Division 5 Clerk 
 

Division 5 Meeting Minutes          February 6, 2014 
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Pictures from the February Meeting 
Photos by: Ron Sieloff 

Next Division 5 Meeting March 6, 2014. 



 

If you want to make use of the Division fleamarket table at Railfest, you MUST fill out the form on the other side of this 
sheet.  Use as many copies of the form as needed to list ALL the items you are selling.  Each item on the table must have 
a sticker that contains the member’s initials and a sequence number corresponding to the items on the form.  Multiple 
items, bagged or boxed, are only counted as one item if they are being sold as a set. 
 

Please keep prices in even dollar increments ($1, $2, $3, etc.) if at all possible.  This makes it a lot easier for the people 
manning the table to make change and handle the money. 
 

Also, you need to provide a Business Size envelope to put the money in from the sales of your items.  Mark your name 
clearly on the envelope.  You also need to put some money in the envelope to allow the people manning the table to use 
for making change.  We would like at least ten $1 bills in the envelope.  Please mark on the envelope the amount of 
money you provided for making change. 
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Division 5 BOD Meeting        February 9, 2014 

A Division 5 BOD meeting was held on February 9, 2015 at Hambden Town Hall.  In attendance were Dave 
Neff, Dale Smith, Bonnie Lette, Wayne Lette, Matt Kross, Bob Gittinger, Jim Wendorf, Ted Wiese,  Lenny 
Kessler, Bob Frieden, and Tom Pescha. 
There was some discussion about ways we can use some of our savings to help educate our members and 
the public.  Some ideas included trips to train related museums, creating a “how-to” video library, providing 
a catalog of “how-to” videos available on the web and links to helpful websites. 
 

Reviewed upcoming events, programs, and Bring & Brag topics. 
 

Railfest 2015 is coming together.  We are having a little trouble filling the remaining 40 tables and may con-
sider having an additional display layout instead of the tables.  This year the Lake Shore Live Steamers will 
be able to have some of their cars on display in Gym C.  Not getting many people to sign up for the dinner 
and box lunches. 
The Division 5 booth at the Kid’s Show at the Great Lakes Mall needs lots of help from the Division     
members.  We will have NMRA and Division 5 literature to handout.  We will have at least one operating 
layout there.  Show setup on Friday, March 20, 2015 is after 9:00 pm.  Saturday, March 21, 2015: Setup 9:00 
am to 10 am. (Must enter through Food Court, East side of mall.)  The table only comes with only ONE (1) 
chair, so plan on bringing your own chair!  Show hours 10 am to 6 pm.  Sunday, March 22, 2015: Show 
Hours 10 am to 5 pm.  Tear Down, 5 pm to 6 pm.  All exhibits must be removed from Great Lakes Mall by 
6:00 pm. 
 

Five HO cars were sold recently.  We have enough HO cars left to use for the Boy Scout Railroading Merit 
Badge workshop in May. 
 

Division 5 member Ken Stroebel will be running the Railroading merit badge workshop this May. 
 

The next Div 5 BOD meeting will be March 9, 2015 at 7:30pm at Hambden Town Hall. 
 

 

Submitted by 
Matt Kross – Division 5 Clerk 

Division 5 Fleamarket Table Item Rules 
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Wanted 
T he Trainwire is always looking for an interesting 

article.  If you have taken a trip lately, seen 
something interesting trackside, have a particular view 
point on a railroad subject or just want to participate in 
the Modelers Corner; then we want to hear from you.  
Everyone wants to be kept current on Division informa-
tion, but we all enjoy an interesting article written by a 
member of this organization.  So take your pictures and 
article and send them to the Editor by email and share 
them will all of us. 

Superintendent  Dave Neff          440-269-1229  

      Super@MCR5.org 

Asst. Superintendent Dale Smith    
                          AstSuper@MCR5.org 

 Division 5 Directors:           (Terms expire June 2016) 

 
Don Bittner      440-257-7555              Robert Gittinger    440-525-0237 
Wayne Lette     440-298-3075             Tom Pescha           216-470-5780   
 
Division 5 Board of Directors:     BOD@MCR5.org  
 
Division 5 Appointed Positions:                  (Terms expire June 2016) 
 
Treasurer   Bonnie Lette           440-298-3075 

                  Treasurer@MCR5.org 
 
Clerk   Matt Kross          440-729-3045 
        Clerk@MCR5.org 
 
Railfest Chairman  Jim Wendorf           440-357-8890 
                  Railfest @MCR5.org  
    
Promo Day Coordinator Rob Bowers         (440) 942-3039    
   Bob Frieden         PromoDay@MCR5.org 
 
Achievement Program Mike Buehner           440-428-0137 
                                                                                     AP@MCR5.org 
 
Contests   (Open Position)              
                                                                               Contest@MCR5.org 
     
Auditors   Dennis Lloyd           440-255-2530 
   Tony Spena     Audit@MCR5.org      
     
Trainwire Editor  Lenny Kessler           440-478-6661 
                 Trainwire@MCR5.org 
    
Refreshments  Doug Riedel           440-286-7341 
                          Refreshments@MCR5.org 
 
Membership Roster  Matt Kross           440-729-3045 
             Membership@MCR5.org 
 
Webmaster  Wayne Lette           440-298-3075 
               Webmaster@MCR5.org 
 
Company Store   Ted Wiese           440-256-5212
         CompanyStore@MCR5.org  
 
Bring & Brag                         (Open Position)   
 
Layout Tours                    Mike Buehner           440-428-0137 
                   layouttour@MCR5.org 
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Team Track          www.MCR5.org 
 

Division 5 Officers           (Terms expire June 2016) 

  April Trainwire Deadline   
March 15th. 

 

Bad Weather Closings 
 

Even though the weather is still very nice and warm, 
soon it will change to winter with cold and snow. In 
the event that it becomes necessary for us to cancel 
our meetings, it will be broadcast on Ch 5, WEWS.  
 

So if the weather looks bad, and you want to know if 
the meeting has been cancelled, check on Ch 5 or 
www.newsnet5.com , click on the weather tab, then 
the closing tab to see if we are listed.  "and will be 
posted on Division 5 web page at www.mcr5.org" 



Information regarding The Trainwire, Division 5, or the 
NMRA may be obtained by writing to 3257 Center Road, 
Perry, Ohio 44081 or sending an e-mail to                 
Trainwire@MCR5.org.  The Trainwire and Division 5    
activities are funded by flea markets, raffles, contributions, 
and donations.  All comments and opinions are welcome.  
Those views expressed in The Trainwire do not necessarily 
reflect the policies or opinions of the NMRA, the Mid    
Central Region or Division 5. 

Trainwire Editor:  Lenny Kessler   3257 Center Rd. Perry, Ohio 44081   440-478-6661 Trainwire@mcr5.org 

Superintendent:   Dave Neff   5479 Chestnut Hill Dr. Willoughby, Ohio 44094 440-269-1229 Super@mcr5.org 

Asst. Super:   Dale Smith   13608 GAR Highway, Chardon, OH 44024-9287 440-286-4932 AstSuper@mcr5.org 

Treasurer:      Bonnie Lette   17541 Thompson Rd. Thompson, Ohio 44086 440-298-3075 Treasurer@MCR5.org  

Clerk:    Matt Kross   12049 Sperry Road Chesterland, Ohio 44026  440-729-3045 Clerk@mcr5.org 

The Trainwire Newsletter 

The Western Reserve Division 5 

www.mcr5.org   
A non-profit educational organization 

Publication of Division 5 

12049 Sperry Road 

Chesterland, Ohio 44026 

The Trainwire is an official publication of Division 5 
“The Western Reserve Division”, Mid Central Region, of 
the National Model Railroad Association.  It is published 
approximately once a month and mailed to all NMRA 
members residing in Lake, Geauga, and Ashtabula     
counties (Ohio) free of charge, as long as the Division has 
funds for mailing.  Others wishing to receive it may do so 
for the annual fee of $12.00 for a mailing or it is always 
available on the website (FREE).   

The Trainwire 

March, 2015 

Electronic Version 

Division 5 Membership 
as of February 1st, 2015 

 100 


