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♂ 

As leaves begin to fall and 
the weather turns sour, back
-to-the-basement modeling 
looms more attractive than 
before.    Time to get back 
to active model railroading 
vs yard work, golf, and win-
ter preparations.   What spe-
cific modeling projects do 
you have in mind that gets 
you out of the armchair rail-
roading syndrome?  For me 
I probably have 175 or more 
specific tasks I would like to 
accomplish in the hobby 
while I’m still above 
ground.  Ah, but that’s the 
problem.  Contemplating 
and then executing all we 
want to accomplish in mod-
el railroading can be daunt-
ing.  What’s necessary is to 
zero in on just a few items, 
then pare those down to one 
or two in which one can 
envision actually starting 
and finishing---or at least 
obtain actual progress---and 
therefore satisfaction. 

In my railroad world and 
vision, what I’d like to do 
over the long winter months 
is focus on building a few 
more laser kits, and outfit-
ting my pike with more sig-
nals, lights, and maybe 
some additional animation.  
Not to mention the usual 
maintenance and improving 

running capability. 

Coming up:  The Novem-
ber 3 membership meeting 
program will be an 
EduTrain powerpoint pro-
gram on either General 
Weathering Techniques or 
Getting Started in Opera-
tions.  Bring n Brag will be 
Anything Goes.  Special 
note:  We will vote on mov-
ing the counties we acquired 
from the Niagara Frontier 
Region transfer into a NEW 
SEPARATE DIVISION 12.  
The MidCentral Regional 
Board have provisionally 
authorized such transfer 
pending our vote.  If you 
can’t be at the meeting----
please email me your vote!! 

On Saturday November 4 
several of our members will 
conduct the ‘multi-clinic’ 
Build a Model Train Layout 
Day at Lakeland Communi-
ty College 9-2 p.m.   Topics 
such as benchwork, module-
building, plastic/styrene and 
laser kit building, wiring, 
trackwork and ballasting, 
scenery, trees, soldering, 
DCC and others will be pre-
sented concurrently.  At-
tendance is FREE so come 
on out yourself and freshen 
up on your modeling tech-
niques---and invite friends 

and neighbors---anyone who 
might have even a casual 
interest in model railroad-
ing.  We’ve committed 
more advertising dollars this 
year in order to attract in-
creased attendance of the 
general public. 

Dave 

Dave - Superintendent 

Dave Neff – Superintendent 

Division 5 

NMRA – Mid Central Region 

Superintendent’s Report 

MODELING SEASON  
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UPCOMING  DIVISION 5 

MEETINGS 

Division 5 monthly meetings normally start at 7:30 PM. 

 

 

Location: Hambden Town Hall 

  13887 GAR Highway (Route 6) 

  Chardon, Ohio 
 

 

 

 

 

April 5th, 2013 

Location:          Hambden Town Hall 

Program:          Building / Decorating a DPM Structure (Dick Roth) 

Bring & Brag:  Structure that You have Built with Extra Detail           
          (decals, roof vents, vines, etc) 

 

 

May 3rd, 2013 

Location:          Farmpark Kirtland, Ohio 

Program:          Locomotive Repair (Frank Bongiovanni of Div. 4) 

Bring & Brag: Locomotives that you have repaired or super-detailed. 

 

 

June 7th, 2013 

Location:          Hambden Town Hall 

Program:          Decaling  (Dennis Lloyd) 

Bring & Brag:  Structures or rolling stock that have been decaled. 

 

 

    

 

SCHEDULED  

EVENTS 

Located on Rt. 6 between the intersection of Rt. 608 and Rt. 
166 next to Hambden Elementary School east of Chardon. 

 

 

TCA Train Meet Oct 28, 2017 10 am - 3 pm 

UAW Hall, Parma 

 

2 Rail ‘O’ Scale Dinner Nov. 3, 2017  7 pm 

Painesville Railroad Museum 
 

2 Rail ‘O’ Scale Show Nov. 4, 2017  9 am - 2 pm 

Lakeland Community College 
 

How to build a Model Railroad Nov. 4 9am - 2pm 

Lakeland Community College 
 

Erie Model Train Show Nov. 5, 2017 10am - 4 pm. 

Rainbow Gardens - Waldameer Park, PA  
 

NETS Train Show Nov. 11, 2017  

Highland Heights Community Center  (10 am to 4 pm) 

 

Mansfield Train Show Nov.12, 2017 
 

Christmas Train and Toy Show Dec. 10, 10am to 3:30pm 

Lakeland Community College 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Location: Hambden Town Hall 

  13887 GAR Highway (Route 6) 

  Chardon, Ohio 
 

 

 

 

 

November 3, 2017 

Location:          Hambden Town Hall  

Program:          Edutrain Weathering  

Bring & Brag:  Bring N Brag Weathering  

 

November 13, 2017  

No BOD meeting  

 

December 1, 2017 

Location:          Hambden Town Hall  

Program:          Signals Part 2 - Bill Osborne   

Bring & Brag:  Signals or Anything Electronic  

 

 

 

Chardon
Town 
Square

Rt 6

GAR Highway

N

Rt 6

Rt 166

Map to Hambden Town Hall

Ham bden 
T own  Ha ll
13887  G A R Hwy
Ham bden, O H

 

Located on Rt. 6 between the intersection of Rt. 608 and Rt. 
166 next to Hambden Elementary School east of Chardon. 

Painesville Depot 1915 
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Bulletin Board 
 

The October 14, 2017 membership meeting was called to order by Superintendent Dave Neff at 11:00 AM at 
Eastminster Presbyterian Church in Erie, PA.  20 members and 3 guests were present.     
 
 The final list of layout tours was presented.  Paper copies of the layout tour guide were available.  Elec-

tronic copies of the tour guide have been e-mailed to members.  Reviewed the general guidelines mem-
bers are expected to follow when visiting someone’s layout. 

 The November 3rd Division 5 membership meeting program will be an NMRA EduTrain topic, either on 
getting started on operations or on basic weathering. 

 There were Company Store items available for purchase and some free items available that were donated 
by members. 

 The Lakeshore Model Railroad Association will have its annual open house on December 2 at Eastmin-
ster Presbyterian Church.  A lot of the club members are not going to be able to attend so the club is ask-
ing for Division 5 members, especially those in the Erie, PA area, to help out with putting on the event.  
The Lake Erie N-scale Society will be setting up modules for this event. 

 Reminder that Saturday, November 4th, is Division 5’s “How To Build A Model Railroad” day at Lakeland 
Community College in Kirtland, OH.  The event is free to the public and meant to show people the various 
aspects of building a model railroad layout.  Lots of help is always needed for this event, especially with 
setup and teardown. 

 Sunday, November 5th, is the train show at Erie Rainbow Gardens.  Division 5 will have a table for pro-
moting the Division thanks to Rich and Linda Kacprzak. 

 There was an involved discussion regarding the creation of a new Division 12 within the Mid Central Re-
gion.  This new division would be for those NMRA members living in the following counties that were part 
of the old Allegheny Highlands Division.  In Pennsylvania, this includes Erie, Crawford, Warren, McKean, 
and Potter counties.  In New York, this includes Chautauqua, Cattaraugus, and Allegany counties.  All 
these counties were added to Division 5 within the last couple of years and would be broken back out to 
form the new Division 12.  There was also an NMRA member present from the Buffalo, NY area inquiring 
whether Erie and Niagra counties in New York could be included.  There was discussion about what’s in-
volved in creating and running a division.  Topics covered included officers, regulations, programs, com-
munications, funding, and events to publicize and recruit.  Venues for events will also be needed.  Dave 
Neff created a petition of sorts for those living in the affected counties to show their willingness to support 
the creation of Division 12.  Russ Bova made a plea for support of this new division to get model railroad-
ing active in north western PA and western NY areas with the focus on attracting more people to the hob-
by, especially children.  Dave Neff will be attending the Mid Central Region BOD meeting next weekend 
with a focus on getting approval for the creation of Division 12.  There was some discussion about possi-
ble meeting places for Division 12.  Two possibilities are Eastminster Presbyterian Church in Erie, PA and 
the Salamanca Railroad Museum in Salamanca, NY.  

 
Bring & Brag:    Wayne Lette  Dennis Lloyd  Jan Nagle 
   Sue Bova  Brad White  Jeremy Werner 

 
  

Program:    Viewed a video on the building of the Trans-Siberian Railroad across Russia. 
 
Submitted by 
 

Matt Kross – Division 5 Clerk 
 

Division 5 Meeting Minutes          October 14, 2017 
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A Division 5 BOD meeting was held on October 9, 2017 at Hambden Town Hall.  In attendance were Dave 
Neff, Bryan Persing, Bonnie Lette, Wayne Letter, Matt Kross, Bob Gittinger, Tom Pescha, and Bob Frieden. 

 Promo Day 2017 status:  various print advertisements have started to run, would like to add a video ad.  
We still need at least volunteer to be the official greeter at the door.  We will need help setting up and 
tearing down tables.  Room will be open at 7 AM for setup. 

 Division 5 elections will be held this coming Spring 2018.  A Nominating Committee needs to be formed 
by December.  We will ask for volunteers at the November membership meeting. 

 Still waiting for the defibrillator to be shipped to us. 
 Reviewed plans for the upcoming Division 5 membership meeting in Erie, PA.  The original program had 

to be cancelled.  Instead, we will be showing a video on the building of the Trans-Siberian Railroad. 
 One of the main items that will be discussed at our October membership meeting will be the formation of 

Division 12 which will be made up of those counties in PA and NY that were added to Division 5.  We will 
see what interest there is from existing NMRA members and possible future members about forming Divi-
sion 12.  Those interested will be asked to sign a form expressing their interest and support of a new divi-
sion.  Dave Neff would like to see a letter generated that states the desire to form Division 12 and what 
that division’s vision for the future would be.  Also, how would it be different from the past Allegheny High-
lands Division?  There has been some work by a potential member of Division 12 to create a draft of the 
Regulations for the new division, using Division 5’s Regulations as a template.  There are also some peo-
ple that are willing to be officers in the Division. 

 The Division 5 Fall 2017 Layout Tour Guide was presented.  It is ready to be e-mailed to Division 5 mem-
bers and paper copies are being printed.  Divisions 1, 4, and 11 will also be invited to tour our layouts. 

 Upcoming meeting programs are: 
 November EduTrain clinic – weathering techniques 
 December Signals by Bill Osborne  B&B Theme: electronics or signals 
 January Holiday Party 
 The frequency of the Division 5 BOD meetings was discussed.  There are various months when we don’t 

have a lot of business to discuss and so some members were wondering if we should change our meeting 
schedule to be every other month or possibly quarterly.  No definite decision was made at this time but it 
was determined that we do not need to meet again until February 2018 unless something comes up re-
quiring BOD action. 

 The Division 5 Holiday Party will be on Saturday, January 13, 2018 in the afternoon at Hambden Town 
Hall.  We will get IGA to cater the event again. 

 Next year’s Division 5 picnic will be on July 14th at the Painesville Depot. 
 We need to submit any event insurance requests in January 2018 for Division 5 events that will be held in 

2018.  If you know of an event that will require an NMRA insurance certificate, contact Treasurer Bonnie 
Lette. 

 We will have a Division 5 table at the November 5th Erie, PA train show.  We need help manning the table. 
 A fast clock donated to the Division will be sold at the Division 5 fleamarket table at Railfest 2018. 
 The Division 5 and Railfest 2017 audits have been completed.  The financial books were reviewed and no 

problems were found. 
 NOTE: The next regular Div 5 BOD meeting will not be until February 12, 2018 at 7:30pm at Hamb-

den Town Hall. 
 

 
 

Submitted by:  Matt Kross – Divisiona 5 Clerk 
 

Division 5 BOD Meeting Minutes     October 9, 2017 
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Wanted 

T he Trainwire is always looking for an interesting 
article.  If you have taken a trip lately, seen 

something interesting trackside, have a particular view 
point on a railroad subject or just want to participate in 
the Modelers Corner; then we want to hear from you.  
Everyone wants to be kept current on Division            
information, but we all enjoy an interesting article     
written by a member of this organization.  So take your    
pictures and article and send them to the Editor by email 
and share them will all of us. 

Superintendent  Dave Neff          440-269-1229  

      Super@MCR5.org 

Asst. Superintendent Bryan Persing     

                          AstSuper@MCR5.org 

 Division 5 Directors:           (Terms expire June 2018) 

 
Don Bittner      440-257-7555              Robert Gittinger    440-525-0237 
Wayne Lette     440-298-3075             Tom Pescha           216-470-5780   
 
Division 5 Board of Directors:     BOD@MCR5.org  
 
Division 5 Appointed Positions:                  (Terms expire June 2016) 
 
Treasurer   Bonnie Lette           440-298-3075 

                  Treasurer@MCR5.org 
 
Clerk   Matt Kross          440-729-3045 
        Clerk@MCR5.org 
 
Railfest Chairman  Jim Wendorf           440-357-8890 
                  Railfest @MCR5.org  
    
Promo Day Coordinator Bob Frieden        (440) 256-8141  
             PromoDay@MCR5.org 
 
Achievement Program Mike Buehner           440-428-0137 
                                                                                     AP@MCR5.org 
 
Contests   (Open Position)              
                                                                               Contest@MCR5.org 
     
Auditors   Dennis Lloyd           440-255-2530 
   Tony Spena     Audit@MCR5.org      
     
Trainwire Editor  Lenny Kessler           440-417-6746 
                 Trainwire@MCR5.org 
    
Refreshments  Dan Chuppa            440-488-4179 

                          Refreshments@MCR5.org 
 
Membership Roster  Matt Kross           440-729-3045 
             Membership@MCR5.org 
 
Webmaster  Wayne Lette           440-298-3075 
               Webmaster@MCR5.org 
 
Company Store   Ted Wiese           440-256-5212
         CompanyStore@MCR5.org  
 
Bring & Brag                         (Open Position)   
 
Layout Tours                    Mike Buehner           440-428-0137 
                   layouttour@MCR5.org 
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Team Track          www.MCR5.org 
 

Division 5 Officers           (Terms expire June 2016) 

Notice 
I will be compiling the next Trainwire on the 
22nd of the month and any articles or reports  
that come in after the 22nd will probably be 

published in the following issue. 

 

Bad Weather Closings 
 

Even though the weather is still very nice and warm, 
soon it will change to winter with cold and snow. In 
the event that it becomes necessary for us to cancel 
our meetings, it will be broadcast on Ch 5, WEWS.  
 

So if the weather looks bad, and you want to know if 
the meeting has been cancelled, check on Ch 5 or 
www.newsnet5.com , click on the weather tab, then 
the closing tab to see if we are listed.  "and will be 
posted on Division 5 web page at www.mcr5.org" 

N-W Painesville Station 

http://www.newsnet5.com/
http://www.mcr5.org/
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Holiday Party  
The Division 5 Holiday Party this year will be held Saturday, January 13, at Hamb-
denTown Hall.       

Social hour 12 noon, ‘dinner’ at 1 p.m.,  followed by Chinese Gift Auction and Loser’s  
Raffle.    

Cost $5 per person, guests welcome.  

Payable at November 3 or December 1 meeting if at all possible or send a check to 
Bonnie. You  must have RSVP’d by January 6 latest to Bonnie or Dave so that we 
can plan for the meal.    

The reasons for the change of date, day, and time:       

First Friday too soon after New Years Saturday afternoon easier daylight drive-time 
for all, including our far eastern members  in Ashtabula and Erie.   

Dave,  Division 5 Superintendent  

Menu 
 Tossed Green Salad 

Italian and Ranch Dressing on the side 

Breaded Chicken 

Roast Beef 

Ham 

Mixed vegetables and  Green Beans 

Mashed  Potatoes and Gravy 

Rigatoni 

 

Assorted pies for desert.  
 



Information regarding The Trainwire, Division 5, or the 
NMRA may be obtained by writing to 3257 Center Road, 
Perry, Ohio 44081 or sending an e-mail to                     
Trainwire@MCR5.org.  The Trainwire and Division 5    
activities are funded by flea markets, raffles, contributions, 
and donations.  All comments and opinions are welcome.  
Those views expressed in The Trainwire do not necessarily 
reflect the policies or opinions of the NMRA, the Mid    
Central Region or Division 5. 

Trainwire Editor:  Lenny Kessler    3257 Center Rd. Perry, Ohio 44081   440-417-6746 Trainwire@mcr5.org 

Superintendent:   Dave Neff   5479 Chestnut Hill Dr. Willoughby, Ohio 44094 440-269-1229 Super@mcr5.org 

Asst. Super:   Dale Smith   13608 GAR Highway, Chardon, OH 44024-9287 440-286-4932 AstSuper@mcr5.org 

Treasurer:      Bonnie Lette   17541 Thompson Rd. Thompson, Ohio 44086 440-298-3075 Treasurer@MCR5.org  

Clerk:    Matt Kross   12049 Sperry Road Chesterland, Ohio 44026  440-729-3045 Clerk@mcr5.org 

The Trainwire Newsletter 

The Western Reserve Division 5 

www.mcr5.org   

A non-profit educational organization 

Publication of Division 5 

12049 Sperry Road 

Chesterland, Ohio 44026 

The Trainwire is an official publication of Division 5 
“The Western Reserve Division”, Mid Central Region, of 
the National Model Railroad Association.  It is published 
approximately once a month and mailed to all NMRA 
members residing in Lake, Geauga, and Ashtabula     
counties (Ohio) free of charge, as long as the Division has 
funds for mailing.  Others wishing to receive it may do so 
for the annual fee of $12.00 for a mailing or it is always 
available on the website (FREE).   

The Trainwire 

November 2017 

First Class Mail 

Division 5 Membership 

as of October, 2017 

 105 

Men going to War - WWII from Painesville Depot 

FPE Roundhouse 
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North East Train Society (NETS) Presents Model Train Show in 
memory of Bob Orlando on Saturday, November 11, 2017. Bob 
was a member of  the NETS and Painesville Railroad Museum and 
NMRA. 

Open to the Public 10 am to 4:00 pm.   

At new Venue 

Highland Heights Community Center  

5827 Highland Road  

Highland Hts. Ohio 44143 

This is an All Gauge show. 

Food and Drinks available for a small donation. Veterans receive a 
10% discount. 

Admission: $5.00 adults, children under 12 free when accompanied 
by an adult. 

Proceeds to help the restoration and preservation of the historic 
Painesville Depot and bring her back to its glory days of the NYC, 
Painesville Railroad Museum, a 501c3 Non-profit. And 
LCJDWF, NETS, and Orlando family.  

The Depot will have a booth at this show and will be selling some of 
the model trains that have been donated for resale.  

This is one way that the depot raises money for our restoration. 

 


