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J ust returned from the Mid 
Central Regional, so 
here’s a quick report: 

Registrations 367, including 
90 spouses, and they had a 
great time with their        
programs  The number of 
total registrants is a modern 
record for the MCR! 

Division 5 members in    
attendance:  Craig Potter, 
Jim McCullom, Mike     
Rudder, and Rich and Linda 
Kacprzak in addition to  
myself. 

The clinic program was  
excellent, including Allen 
McLelland giving one his 
new V & O Alloy Division 
which resides in Gerry    
Albers’ Deepwater District 
Railroad.  Other good clinics 
included model finishing 
techniques, Scratch building 
in the Digital Age (3d print-
ing) given by new MMR 
Steve Zapytowski of Divi-
sion 1, among others.  I 
Toured Gerry’s layout once 
again (I had a private tour 
and ran a locomotive on it 4 
years ago).  Also visited well 
known long time author  
Jerry Strangarity’s layout
(many articles on scratch 
built structures in the 70’s). 

The MCR BOD meetings 
including several national 
officers, Mike Brestel 
(former president), Charlie 
Getz (outgoing president), 

Pete Magoun (incoming 
president),  Gerry Leone VP 
Special Projects, Frank Koch 
(Chief Financial Officer) and 
Christina Gardner 
(Marketing Manager). 

Business discussed at the 
BOD included need to step 
up communications on the 
Division level regarding the 
partnership program (vendor 
discounts to NMRA mem-
bers).  Also, new focus on   
T-Trak on all levels as a 
means of getting younger 
folks into the hobby (not 
kids, but 20-30 somethings 
who have money but no 
space for a full layout); good 
way to get them started.  
Will discuss further at future 
Division meetings.  Insur-
ance coverage can now be 
increased above $1,00,000 if 
need be (not pertinent as yet 
to our Division, but definite-
ly affecting Division 11 for 
Mall Shows).  Also a need to 
further emphasize on the 
Division level how to gain 
access and use the ‘members 
only’ pages/services on the 
national website (will dis-
cuss at a future meeting). 

I discussed ideas for new 
clinics/programs with sever-
al others and we are        
proceeding with a clinic  
exchange list between     
Divisions 1, 4, 5 and 12 for 
members to attend other 
Divisions to give programs. 

Regional next year is hosted 
by Division 1 in Boardman 
May 2-5.  Hopefully many 
more of our Division 5 
members will attend that one 
being fairly close.  We will 
need to change our normal 
May first Friday meeting 
date in order not to        
conflict!! 

At the banquet I was pleas-
antly surprised to have    
Bob Weinheimer, Region      
President, to present me with 
the Director’s Award for 
2018 for my work in       
creating Division 12. 

Signing off as Division 5  
Superintendent! 

-Dave 

Dave Neff – Superintendent 
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UPCOMING  DIVISION 5 

MEETINGS 

Division 5 monthly meetings normally start at 7:30 PM. 

SCHEDULED  

EVENTS 

Location: Hambden Town Hall 

  13887 GAR Highway (Route 6) 

  Chardon, Ohio 
 

 

 

 

 

May 12th, 2018 

Location:          Cambridge Springs, PA  

Program:           A Slide show by Dick Bradley  

Bring & Brag:  Anything goes 

 

June 1st, 2018 

Location:          Lake Farmpark 

Program:           TBA  

Bring & Brag:  Agriculture Related 

 

July, 2018  

Location:          Hambden Town Hall 

Program:           “Getting Started in Operations:” Bob Weinheimer  

Bring & Brag:  Anything goes 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chardon
Town 
Square

Rt 6

GAR Highway

N

Rt 6

Rt 166

Map to Hambden Town Hall

Ham bden 
T own  Ha ll
13887  G A R Hwy
Ham bden,  O H

 

Located on Rt. 6 between the intersection of Rt. 608 and Rt. 
166 next to Hambden Elementary School east of Chardon. 

Location: Hambden Town Hall 

  13887 GAR Highway (Route 6) 

  Chardon, Ohio 
 
 

 

 

 

June 1st, 2018 

Location:          Lake Farmpark 

Program:           TBA  

Bring & Brag:  Agriculture Related 

 

July, 2018  NO MEETING THIS MONTH 

July 22, 2018  Division 5 Picnic @ Painesville Depot 

 

August 3rd, 2018 

Location:          Bill Osborne’s home 

Program:           Railroad Videos 

Bring & Brag:  None 

I  have been asked to do another drive in movie night and I 
hope the attendance will be better than the last one. It is 

scheduled for Friday August 10th.  More details on time in 
upcoming Trainwires.  I'm sure the weather will be better as 
it is in August not cold like last year and hope  
no rain.  Those of you who missed last year here is what to 
expect.  I have built a movie screen that is 8 feet high by 12 
feet wide mounted 6 feet off the ground so everyone has a 
good view.  A true drive in experience.  I bought an       
adapter / converter to convert HDMI signals to RCA inputs to 
work with the division’s projector making it true high      
definition picture and sound quality.  The picture is awesome 
and sound just as good. 

The first video I have chosen is the Lehigh Valley Buffalo 
division in upstate New York in the 60s and early 70s lasts 
about an hour.  Great quality color pictures. The next 2    
videos are 20 minute videos made by Penn Central 7 years 
apart and all I can say is what a change of attitude. 

Finally those who want to stay long enough I will show the 
New York Central Odyssey part 2 great color video of NYC 
diesels some NKP and other connecting roads. Was up     
converted on blue ray from video tape.  Also planning on 
having a fire and am getting some coal to add the aroma 
of steam engines for atmosphere. Hope to see you here.  

- Bill Osborne 

t 

Division 5 BOD Meeting    June 11 

Hambden Town Hall 

Hambden, Ohio    (7:30 pm)  

 

Jefferson Train Swap Show  July 21 

Jefferson Community Center 

11 East Jefferson St. (flyer on page 11) 

Jefferson, Ohio 44047 (10:00 am - 3:00 pm)  

 

Division 5 Picnic    July 22 

Painesville Railroad Museum 

475 Railroad Street (flyer on page 12)  

Painesville, Ohio 44077 (2:00 pm - 5:00 pm)  

 

Birthday Party (125th)   August 4 

Painesville Railroad Museum 

475 Railroad Street (flyer on page 13)  

Painesville, Ohio 44077 (10:00 am - 5:00 pm)  

 

Railroad Memorabilia Show  August 26 

Painesville Railroad Museum 

475 Railroad Street (flyer on page 14)  

Painesville, Ohio 44077 (10:00 am - 5:00 pm)  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

  

Located on Rt. 6 between the intersection of Rt. 608 and Rt. 
166 next to Hambden Elementary School east of Chardon. 
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Superintendent  Dave Neff          440-269-1229  

      Super@MCR5.org 

Asst. Superintendent Bryan Persing 
       AstSuper@MCR5.org 

 Division 5 Directors:           (Terms expire June 2018) 

 
Don Bittner      440-257-7555              Robert Gittinger    440-585-0237 
Wayne Lette     440-298-3075             Tom Pescha           216-470-5780   
 
Division 5 Board of Directors:     BOD@MCR5.org  
 
Division 5 Appointed Positions:                  (Terms expire June 2018) 
 
Treasurer   Bonnie Lette           440-298-3075 

                  Treasurer@MCR5.org 
 
Clerk   Matt Kross          440-729-3045 
        Clerk@MCR5.org 
 
Railfest Chairman  Jim Wendorf           440-357-8890 
                  Railfest @MCR5.org  
    
Promo Day Coordinator Bob Frieden          (440) 256-8141  
                PromoDay@MCR5.org 
 
Achievement Program (Open Position)              
                                                                                       AP@MCR5.org 
 
Contests   (Open Position)              
                                                                               Contest@MCR5.org 
     
Auditors   Dennis Lloyd           440-255-2530 
   Tony Spena     Audit@MCR5.org      
     
Trainwire Editor  Lenny Kessler           440-417-6746 
                 Trainwire@MCR5.org 
    
Refreshments  Dan Chuppa            440-488-4179 

                          Refreshments@MCR5.org 
 
Membership Roster  Matt Kross           440-729-3045 
             Membership@MCR5.org 
 
Webmaster  Wayne Lette           440-298-3075 
               Webmaster@MCR5.org 
 
Company Store   Ted Wiese           440-256-5212
         CompanyStore@MCR5.org  
 
Bring & Brag                         (Open Position)   
 
Layout Tours                    Matt Kross           440-729-3045 
             Membership@MCR5.org 
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Team Track          www.MCR5.org 
 

Division 5 Officers           (Terms expire June 2018) 

T
something interesting trackside, have a particular view 
point on a railroad subject or just want to participate in 
the Modelers Corner; then we want to hear from you.  
Everyone wants to be kept current on Division            
information, but we all enjoy an interesting article     
written by a member of this organization.  So take your    
pictures and article and send them to the Editor by email 
and share them will all of us.

Somewhere in the California Mountains 

Notice  
 

I will be compiling the next Trainwire on the 
19th of the month and any articles or reports  
that come in after the 19th will probably be 
published in the following issue.  -  The Editor 

Rafters in the Glenwood Canyon 

Division 5 Election Results 5/9/2018 

Don Thomas, Division 5 Ballot Teller, reported that at 
the May Election, 50 ballots were cast and the results 
are: 

 Superintendent:   Mike Buehner 

 Asst. Superintendent:  Bryan Persing 

 

The proposed changes to the by-laws passed by a vote of 
44 to 6. 



Information regarding The Trainwire, Division 5, or the 
NMRA may be obtained by writing to 3257 Center Road, 
Perry, Ohio 44081 or sending an e-mail to                     
Trainwire@MCR5.org.  The Trainwire and Division 5    
activities are funded by flea markets, raffles, contributions, 
and donations.  All comments and opinions are welcome.  
Those views expressed in The Trainwire do not necessarily 
reflect the policies or opinions of the NMRA, the Mid    
Central Region or Division 5. 

Trainwire Editor:  Lenny Kessler    3257 Center Rd. Perry, Ohio 44081   440-417-6746 Trainwire@mcr5.org 

Superintendent:   Dave Neff   5479 Chestnut Hill Dr. Willoughby, Ohio 44094 440-269-1229 Super@mcr5.org 

Asst. Super:   Bryan Persing   2860 Loreto Drive  Willoughby Hills  OH  44094 330-715-3519  AstSuper@mcr5.org 

Treasurer:      Bonnie Lette   17541 Thompson Rd. Thompson, Ohio 44086 440-298-3075 Treasurer@MCR5.org  

Clerk:    Matt Kross   12049 Sperry Road Chesterland, Ohio 44026  440-729-3045 Clerk@mcr5.org 

The Trainwire Newsletter 

The Western Reserve Division 5 

www.mcr5.org   

A non-profit educational organization 

Publication of Division 5 

12049 Sperry Road 

Chesterland, Ohio 44026 

The Trainwire is an official publication of Division 5 
“The Western Reserve Division”, Mid Central Region, of 
the National Model Railroad Association.  It is published 
approximately once a month and mailed to all NMRA 
members residing in Lake, Geauga, and Ashtabula     
counties (Ohio) free of charge, as long as the Division has 
funds for mailing.  Others wishing to receive it may do so 
for the annual fee of $12.00 for a mailing or it is always 
available on the website (FREE).   
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June, 2018 
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Division 5 Membership 

as of May 1st, 2018 
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Overlooking Denver, Colorado from Amtrak 

tel:330-715-3519
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